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ECOLOGICAL NOTES ON MITES INFESTING STORED PRODUCTS
IN TAIWAN

Y .H. Tseng
Taiwan Branch Office, Bureau of Commodity Inspect. &
Quaran. Mini. Econ. Affairs. RO.C

ABSTRACT

In 1970 to 1979 inclusive, samples of stored products from different parts of Taiwan
were examined for mites and their infestation. As much as 100% of husky rice, 69%
of white rice, 95% of Indian corn, 87% of peanut and 71% of bean samples were found
infested, and as many as 49 species (including some predacious ones) of mites were dis-
covered, Cereals stored randomly on the ground in heaps were more liable to the in-
festation than those contained in bag. Mites associated with cereals in plastic bags pro-
pagated more rapidly than those in flax bags. The population density of the mites was
highest in June to September and lowest in January to March. The most destructive
species of mites were Tyrophagus putrescentiae and Suidasia medanensis populations of
which reached the peak in July to September and December to March, respectively. Most
probably the former species prefer higher, while the latter species prefers lower tempera-
ture and relative humidity.
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Note: The Full paper of this abstract is in press on Agricultural Association of China, Taipei, Taiwan,
R.O.C.
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