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An Improved Method to Rear and Collect the Rice Moth,
Corcyra cephalonica Stainton (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae)

Tze-Kann W  Taiwan Agricultural Rescarch Institute, 18% Chung Cheng Road, Wufeng, Taichung, Taiwan, R.0.C.

ABSTRACT

A modified method to rear and collect the rice moth, Corcyra cephalonica
Stainton, has been developed. To rear the larvae, a cheaper diet that was a
combination of rice bran and crashed corn (5:4, v/v) was used in place of
brown rice. To collect the moths, the apparatus and method were improved so
that adult moths dropped into the container when they flew from the rearing
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tray; the labor of collecting adults was thereby greatly reduced. The number of
moths collected in a period 50 days were 1088+38 (mean*S8D) and the total
amount of eggs were 7.7+0.4 (mean +5D) ml per Kg of diet,
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Fig. 1. Installation to rear and collect rice moth, Corcyra cephalonica. A. larvae rearing tray: a. tray, b. exiting hole,
c. net cover; B. bag to collect adult moths: a. polyethylene bag, b. tape, c. connecting funnel; C. container
to collect adults dropping from the tray to rear the larvae: a. bottomless bottle with many little holes, b.
net, c. round bottle for egg collection; D. racks holding rearing trays and containers for moth collection: a.
connecting funnel, b. fixing clip.
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Fig. 2. Mean number {£5D) of adult moths and amount (£ SD) of eggs collected daily per kg diet during 46-95

days after eggs of rice moth were inoculated.
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