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Abstract

In vitro tests, oxytetracycline (OTC) showed a highly inhibitory effect on spores of Paeniacillus larvae larvae isolated from
colonies of honey bee (Apis mellifera) in Taiwan (MIC = 0.125 mg/ml), but showed no sporicidal effect. In field tests, honey bee
colonies were medicated with OTC syrup to determine its effectiveness in prevention of American foulbrood (AFB) in young larvae.
Results showed that two doses of OTC syrup, 125 mg/colony and 50 mg/colony, prevented AFB signs for a period of, at least, 9
days and 3 days, respectively. Colonies with a mild AFB infection treated with hive replacement recovered from the disease, and no
AFB recurrence was seen in an investigation period of 15 weeks. In addition to hive replacement, colonies with a heavy infection
should also be medicated with 125 mg of OTC on the 5th day post-replacement.
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Table 1. Accumulative mortality and mean longevity of newly emerged adult workers fed on 125 ppm oxytetracycline
syrup
Treatment NY Mortality (%)
Day 15 Longevity (days)
Oxytetracycline 137 46.7a 16.3a
Control 135 40.0a 1758

1) Each assay contained 29-43 adult workers in a cage and was performed with four cages.
2) Means in the same column followed by the same letter do not significantly differ by Student’s t-test (P <

0.05)
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Fig. 1. Effects of 125 mg OTC syrup on Xday-old larvae infected with Paeniacillus larvae larvae spores. The
inoculating doses were LDgs (442 spores) and LDso (21 spores). (A) Surviving pupae at 15-day
post-inoculation; (B) Larvae removed before the capping stage; (C) AFB signs at 15 days post-inoculation.
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Fig. 2. Effects of 50 mg OTC syrup on 1-day-old larvae infected with Paeniacillus larvae larvae spores. The
inoculating doses were LDgs (442 spores) and LDso (21 spores). (A) Surviving pupae at 15-day
post-inoculation; (B) Larvae removed before the capping stage; (C) AFB signs at 15-day post-inoculation.
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Table 2. Time of AFB recurrence of infected colonies after comb replacement and OTC syrup treatment

Hive no. Treatment”
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o

=

125mg OTC + R
50 mg OTC (1) +R
50 mg OTC (1) +R
50 mg OTC (1) +R
@+R
@+R

=

50 mg OTC (2

50 mg OTC (2
R
R

50 mg OTC (2) +R
R

C9-12 N

0

0000000 0.0

k-4

+H
+H
+H
+H
+H
+H
+H
+H

+

+

2

6
7

1) R, all combs were replaced with disease-free combs; 125 mg OTC, fed 125 mg of OTC on day 5 after R; 50
mg OTC (1), fed OTC at the same time of R; 50 mg OTC (2), fed OTC on day 5 after R; N, no treatment

(control).

2) Evaluation categories of AFB: +, AFB signs < 50; ++, AFB signs > 500; -, AFB free.

3) No AFB recurrence in a 15-week investigation period.
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ABSTRACT

In vitro tests, oxytetracycline (OTC) showed a highly inhibitory effect on
spores of Paeniacillus larvae larvae isolated from colonies of honey bee (Apis
mellifera) in Taiwan (MIC = 0.125 nmg/ml), but showed no sporicidal effect. In
field tests, honey bee colonies were medicated with OTC syrup to determine
its effectiveness in prevention of American foulbrood (AFB) in young larvae.
Results showed that two doses of OTC syrup, 125 mg/colony and 50
mg/colony, prevented AFB signs for a period of, at least, 9 days and 3 days,
respectively. Colonies with a mild AFB infection treated with hive
replacement recovered from the disease, and no AFB recurrence was seen in
an investigation period of 15 weeks. In addition to hive replacement, colonies
with a heavy infection should also be medicated with 125 mg of OTC on the
5th day post-replacement.

Key words: oxytetracycline, American foulbrood, Paeniacillus larvae larvae,
control.
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