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Fig. 1.  Bumblebee queen start box divided into a nest chamber the bottom of which contains a thin spill (on the 
right) and a feeding/defecating chamber the bottom of which is covered with filter paper (on the left). Both 
chambers have a glass lid. 
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Fig. 2.  Finisher box consisting of 2/3 as a colony developing chamber and 1/3 as a feeding/defecating chamber. 

Ventilation holes were drilled in the side walls of the feeding/defecating chamber. 
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Method of Rearing a Taiwanese Bumblebee (Bombus excimius: 
Hymenoptera) in Captivity 
 

Ching-Hao Chiang, Kai-Kuang Ho and Ping-Shih Yang* 

Department of Entomology, National Taiwan University, Taipei 106, Taiwan 

ABSTRACT 

  Two chamber queen start boxes and colony finisher boxes were used to 
rear a low to mid-elevation Taiwanese bumblebee (Bombus eximius) in 
captivity. We induced field-caught queens to nest and produce the first brood 
in the queen start box, then moved the initial colony to the finisher box after 
the first batch of workers under went eclosion. We were successful in rearing 
a B. eximius colony in captivity. 
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