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Abstract

A preliminary study of the life cycle of Aspidomorph indica Boheman (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) feeding on sweet potato
leaf was conducted in a 250C incubator. Eggs were pinkish to light yellow in color, elliptical in shape, 0.13 cm long, and laid on the
undersurface of the leaf. Females laid 2-6 eggs in brownish egg pods formed by the secretion of female accessory glands, The egg
stage was 5-12 days long with a mean of 7.7 days. Larvae had five instars and were spindle shaped, with their periphery fringed with
spines. For first to fifth instars, body length was 0.13, 0.18, 0.24, 0.29 and 0.43 cm, respectively and stadia duration was 4.0, 4.2, 4.1,
4.5 and 7.2 days, respectively. Lines appeared gradually on the back of 2nd instars and the exuvia remained attached at the tip of
abdomen. Prepupae were fresh green in color, body length averaged 0.54 cm, and exuvia remained attached at the tails. Pupae
were 0.54 cm long and the stage lasted 5-10 days, with a mean of 7.6 days. Notum was transparent and extended to the front.
Adults had a body length of 1.40 cm. Adult longevity was 77-267 days with a mean of 165.3 days. The life cycle from egg to adult
death was 109-299 days, with an average of 200.0 days. Adults had a metallic body color and a "Y" character on the back. Head
was hidden under the prothoracic notum. Both larvae and adults fed on leaves of convolvulaceous plants. Females mated several
times and laid 59.60 egg pods, and 4 individuals were emerged.
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Fig. 1. The morphology of the tortoise beetle, Aspidomorph indica. A. egg ootheca and egg; B. larva; C. pupa
ventral view; D. pupa dorsal view; E. Adult.
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ABSTRACT

A preliminary study of the life cycle of Aspidomorph indica Boheman
(Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) feeding on sweet potato leaf was conducted in a
25°C incubator. Eggs were pinkish to light yellow in color, elliptical in shape,
0.13 c¢m long, and laid on the undersurface of the leaf. Females laid 2-6 eggs
in brownish egg pods formed by the secretion of female accessory glands, The
egg stage was 5-12 days long with a mean of 7.7 days. Larvae had five
instars and were spindle shaped, with their periphery fringed with spines.
For first to fifth instars, body length was 0.13, 0.18, 0.24, 0.29 and 0.43 cm,
respectively and stadia duration was 4.0, 4.2, 4.1, 4.5 and 7.2 days,
respectively. Lines appeared gradually on the back of 2nd instars and the
exuvia remained attached at the tip of abdomen. Prepupae were fresh green
in color, body length averaged 0.54 c¢cm, and exuvia remained attached at the
tails. Pupae were 0.54 cm long and the stage lasted 5-10 days, with a mean
of 7.6 days. Notum was transparent and extended to the front. Adults had a
body length of 1.40 cm. Adult longevity was 77-267 days with a mean of
165.3 days. The life cycle from egg to adult death was 109-299 days, with an
average of 200.0 days. Adults had a metallic body color and a “Y” character
on the back. Head was hidden under the prothoracic notum. Both larvae and
adults fed on leaves of convolvulaceous plants. Females mated several times
and laid 59.60 egg pods, and 4 individuals were emerged.
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