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Abstract

Species recognition of spider mites is difficult due to their small body sizes and unstable morphological characters in the
immature stages. In this study, sequences of 28S rDNA and ITS2 of ~2900 and 600 bp in length, respectively, were used to identify
the molecular variations of five species of spider mites in four genera: Oligonychus coffeae (Nietner), Panonychus citri, Panonychus
ulmi (Koch), Petrobia harti (Ewing), and Tetranychus kanzawai Kishida. Specific primers and restricted digestion enzymes were
designed from the 28S rDNA and ITS2 regions, and applied for multiplex PCR and PCR-RFLP to identify these spider mites. Results
showed that the application of the two molecular markers was useful for identifying these economically important pests.
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Table 1. Scientific name, collecting location, date, and host plant of five tetranychid mites
Taxon Locality Host Date
Oligonychus cof feae (Nietner) Yunlin Thea sinensis L. 12 May 2002
Panonychus ulmi (Koch) Taichung Malus pumila Mill 1 July 2003
Panonychus citri Pingtung Carica papaya L. 14 Dec. 2002
Petrobia harti (Ewing) Kaoshiung Oxalis corniculata L. 6 June 2002
Tetranychus kanzawai Kishida Pintung Glycine max Merr 14 Feb. 2003

K= AMEMABZAIFF

Table 2. Primers and their sequences used in this study

Locus Primer Primer sequences
28%a GAC CCG TCT TGA ACC ACG GAG TCT
28Sb TTC GGC AGG TGA GTT GTT ACA
28Sc TGT AAC AAC TCA CCT GCC GAA
283d AAT CCT TAT CCC GAA GTT ACG GA
28Se TCC GTA ACT TCG GGA TAA GGA TT
28Sf TGT ACC GCC CCA GTC AAA CT
. 28Sg AGT TTG ACT GGG GCG GTA CA

285 tDNA region — yoqp CTT AGA GGC GTT CAG GCA TAA
28SU TCT AGC GAA ACC ACA GCC AAG GGA AC
285D GTT CCC TTG GCT GTG GTT TCG CTA GA
28Stk ACC CTG AGG TAA ACC CAA GTG AGA GAG AC
28Sph CGA GCC ACC CTT AAT GGA ACA ACC AC
28Spu AGT GGT ATT TCA TTG GCG CAA AGG GG
28S0c AGC ATC AAG ATT TCG GTC TTG GTG TTT CAG A
ITSIM ACG GGA GCT CGG TGC GAA TTG CAG GAC ACG CCG
ITS2M TAC GGG AGC TCG ACC TGA TCT GAG ATC AAA A

D ITS1-MU GGA TGA CCG GAT GGT CTA TGC TTA GCA G

ITSpul TAT GGT GAT GTG TGA TAC ACG CTA CTA AC
ITSpu2 GTT ACA AGT TAT ACG CTA AGT TTT ACA ACC AAC
ITSpc TGG GAG ACG GGA TAC ATG CGC TAC TAA C
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28Sa

Tkan GACCCGTCTT GAACCACGGA GTCTAACATG TATGCAAGCT GATCAGTCTT GTTTAGGCTT GAAAGGCGAA TTGAAAGAAA
Phar .......... .. . i o C e e AAC. L. C ... ... C. oo
Ocof ... i GATAA .................... LAAC. L Gl C.o oo
Pulm ... . e GT..A ....... Ao oo AAL L. GoL TGl Ll
Tkan TTGATATGAT GTAT-==--= =cecccccnn cmann GCTTG TAAGAGTATA CCGCAATATC AGCCCGTGAT ATATCCACTT
Phar .C.G...... ..G.CACCAC ATCCTAGCTG TAACA.G..A GGTTG...C. ........C. Gooooonn LGl T
Ocof ..... G.. .GTGATATGT G---vccecee cannn AMACA ... T.TCGAT .G....C... A...A.TAT.........
Pulm ..... G.. .G.GGTATAG A---emmeme aeees CT.GT CT.T.T.T.C ...... C.o.. JALLLALLT. AL,
Tkan TACCGAGATT TTCGCGGAGC ACTAGTATAT ATGTTAGTAC CCGAAAGATG GTGAACTAAG CCCGGACAAG ATGAAGCCAG
Phar ........ C. ... ... TA........ N T. ..... Goovr oo
Ocof T.T.... AT T T L. C oG e e 0
Pulm ..... T.. AT....T JTo. oo, Y
Tkan AGGAAACTCT GGTGGAGGTC TGTAGCGATT CTGACGTGCA AATCGATCGT CAGATCCGGG TTTAGGGGCG AAAGACTAAT
PAT . e e e e e e e A e
L0 3
S
Tkan CGAACCGTCT AGTAGCTGGT TTCTTCCGAA GTTTCCCTCA GGATAGCTGG CACCAATGGA AGTA- - -CCA GTAGCATCCG
Phar ...... . e T
L0 C... AACAL L L
PUIM .t e e e e e GC. . CCAACA L. Lo
Tkan GTAGAGCGAA TGATTAGAGG TCTTGGGGCC GAAATGGCCT CAACCTATTC TCAAACTCCT AATGGGTGCG AAGTTCAACT
3
Ocof ....... ... .. ... Goooo oo A, L. T... ..., e e
Pulm .......... ..... Goooo v Ao L., ) G e e e
Tkan TGTTAAA--- -ccecccccan cnan CTTTTA AAGCTGAACA TACT------ -cc-c--- TTG TATGATGGTG CCCAGTGGGC
Phar ...... . -=- =cmmmmmeee e R T L
Ocof ....... AAG CTC------- ---- G.A. .. oo GCT.AAATGA TAA----. . i e e
Pulm ....... AAG CTCGATTTAT GGTAG. AAA C.C.AT CA.AAAGCT GAACAGC. .. .o i it ii e
Tkan CATTTTTGGT AAGCAGAACT GGCGCTGTGG GATGAACCAA ACGTTAGGTT AAGGTGCCCG ATGCTGACGC TAATGAGATC
Phar ... e e e e G e e
L0 T o Ao, T....... A LAAL L o CA
Pulm . e e e Ao, T....... A LAA L. o CA
28Sb
Tkan CCATGAAAGG TGTTGGTTGC TAAAGACAGC AGGACGGTGG CCATGGAAGT TGGAATCCGC TAAGGAGTGT GTAACAACTC
Phar ... . e e e T....A.. T
L Ao oo
PULIm . e e e e e .
28Sc .
Tkan ACCTGCCGAA GCAACTAGCC CTGAAAATGG ATGGCGCTCA AGCGTTGAAC CTATACCTAA CCGTTAAGGC AATCATATAT
S 3 Y € SO LG TGL LG
L0 7 & T, i T.(r ....... -G C.A.CC.CCA
S T.. LLCLLCLG CLALCACA. .
Tkan AT---TA-TT -TATCATGAT ATAAGCTTTA ACGAGTAGGA AGAATGTAGT GATAGCGTCG AAGGTGTCTG ACGTAAGTCA
Phar .AACCACC.. A......... ...... Coon .. el T A e
Ocof .CATG.COGC AC.A B R .
Pulm .CATGA.GAG AG.G - =L TOCUG o B Y
Tkan GCCTGGAGCT TTCACTATTA CAGATCTTGG TGGTAGTAGC AAATACTCAA GTGAGACCCT TGAGGACCAA TGTGGAGAAG
Phar .......... R R P
Ocof ........ L
Pulm ........ L
Tkan GGTTCCATGT GAACAGTAGT TGAACATGGG TCAGTCGGTC CTAAGCGATG GGGAGAAATC CCTAACCAAA GTCCCAGAT-
g 3 T.T
LS CDTOOUAL L .GTAGAT
Pulm .o e i e . e e .GTAGGT

B— %<z 28SrDNA &3l ; Tkan ~ Phar~ Ocof & Pulm 73l AiEER « 155551 » MInE/ )\ TURAIER

FEE—T
Fig. 1.
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Sequences of 28S rDNA from samples of Tetranychus kanzawai (Tkan), Petrobia harti (Phar), Oligonychus

coffeae (Ocof), and Panonychus ulmi (Pulm). A dot (.) indicates that the sequence is identical to the first line, while a
dash (-) indicates a gap. The location and direction of the primers are labeled beneath the sequences.
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Tkan ----- ACAAT TATCAAGTTG ACTGTGGTGT TTCGCGAAAG GGAATCGGGT TAATATTCCC GAACCTGGCG TGGGAGATTG

o T N N T AGC A....... A,
Ocof TTTAACT..- .C.ATT.... ... AC. . ... i ittt e Ao oo, . G.T
Pulm TT--A..T.- CC.T.C.... T...C..... A e e e A L., G.T
Tkan CTTCTTCGGA ---------- ------ AGTA AATGCGGTAA CGCAAACTAA CATGGAGATG TTTCCAAAAG TCCTGGGAAG
Phar .......... ==--ccccee —oonn- LCC G ColG o i e e e G..

Ocof AC....G.C. TTGAAAGATG TTCTTG.... T...... C.. ....... CC. e e e G‘.
Pulm GC....GTT. TTTATAG--- -- CAAG. ... T..o s o O G..
Tkan AGTTGTCTTT TCTTTGTAAG GTACCAAGTC CCTGGAATCG GTTTAACCGG AGATAGGGAT TCCGGTCCCG TAAAGCACCG
Phar .......... .......... LT e e TOAAL L.
Ocof ........ C. ....GT.... ‘.GT ............................... TOAALL
Pulm ........ Co o lGT s G e e e TO0CALL
Tkan CGGCTCTTGC GGTGTCCAGT GCACTTTTGG AAACCCTTGA AAATCTATGT TAGAGATT-A TAACTTTCCC GCCAGACCGT
Phar .. e e e e G...--.-T .T.T..... TCT........
Ocof ... i oo e e e C.... .G....C.C- ...A...... T...CoL L
Pulm .......... oo, A e e C.... GC....C.C. ...A...... Tooooo,

Tkan ACCCATATCC GCAGCAGGTC TCCAAGGTGA ACAGCCTCTG GTCACTAGAA TAATGTAGAT AAGGGAAGTC GGCAAAGCGG
3

L0
Pl -c. i iif fiiniiiius: wuiiusnans sfiaineiss amwisuana P
28Sd 28Se
Tkan ATCCGTAACT TCGGGATAAG GATTGGCTCT GAAAACTGAG CTGGTCGGGC TGAAGTCAGA AGCAAGTACT GCAAAATACC
5 GG
L T ALLCo LW TGL L
Pulm .......... .. ........ e e e P ALTIG. .. T
Tkan GAGACTGGTT GA------- T ----- GTTGG GT--AACTAA CTGATGCCGG ACTTGTGTTT TTGTGATCTT GTG-GATTGC
Phar .......... . AACAAGGC ----- A..TC .GTGCTT.GG ..... A. Cooll. C ... e
Ocof A....... AG A.AGGGAGCC T---=--==--- - .CGGGT.CC TG. .AT.T. e C. ..o ... . .CTA .CGA.
Pulm ........ A. . .AATTTCTA TGTTAT..AT AGCAT.G.T. TG...T.T.. ........ C. ... A
28Soc
Tkan TTCAGCTAGG ATCCTTTGTG CAGCCTTTTT GAAGGGGTA- -ACCTGGATG AGAGTGT-CT GTTGCAGGGG GCAATCCTTT
Phar e CATG....... CGC....AT.. G..... C- i LLCLLT. L.
Ocof .AT ............... A, LT A-eeee e o A.AT.T C.GTCT.GG. ...T...A.. .TT.......
Pulm AT....... ....... ACC . .TTA.AGC. T.GCAT.GTT T..GCTATGT TA.C.A.GA. .G..T..A.. .T........

Tkan CGGCCAGCGA AAAACAGTTG AATCAGAACT GGCACGGACC CCGGGAATCC GACTGTCTAA TTAAAACAAA GCAT'T[TGAT
3 T

Ocof ... ... ... o .. L e e e e e
Pulm .......... ... ... .... L e e e e

Tkan AGCCGGTGAA CGGTATTGAC ACAATGTGAT TTCTGCCCAG TGCTCTGAAT GTCAAAGTGA AGAAATTCAA CCAAGCGCGG
Phar G..... AT oo0.Gol s PPN
[T T
Pulm ....... A e e e e e e e

Tkan GTAAACGGCG GGAGTAACTA TGACTCTCTT ATGGTAGCCA AATGCCTCGT CATCTAATTA GTGACGCGCA TGAATGGATT
Phar ... 0 i it e sl i iiai. ceemesaars dseasesmds iwawamasia wEaawaa s

Ocof oo s PP
Pulm ... e e e e e e
28SD 28SU

Tkan AACGAGATTC CCACTGTCCC TAACTACTAT CTAGCGAAAC CACAGCCAAG GGAACGGGCT TGGCAAAATC AGCGGGGAAA
5

L0703 P Govvr v
P L i e e e e e e e e
Tkan GAAGACCCTG TTGAGCTTGA CTCTAGTCTG ACTTTGTGAA GAGACATGAG AGGTGTAGCA TAAGTGGGAG CCGAGGGAT -
o 72 IT. .. .-C
L0 50 T ] ITT..... -
T TTT. ... -

B— (&)
Fig. 1. (continued)
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Tkan CAATCTTGGC TGTTACTTCG

28Spu

GTGGCAGTTA AGACCCCTTG GCTACAGTGA

AATACCACTA CTCTCATAGT TTCTTTACTT

Phar ......... T .o..G.C.Te A Co v O
Ocof ..C.....A. ..CAGT.... .CT.T..... ... Goo i AAATCA..G oo e Cov i,
Pulm ........ A. .AGAGT.... .CTTT....G ......... T o iGCAees ot e, Cov v,
_  28Stk
Tkan ACACGGTTAA AGGGAAGTTG GGATAGTGTC TCTCTCACTT GGGTTT--AC CTCAGGGTTC GGGAAGGCCT CCTATCCTTA
Phar .......... A e Too..... A ..CC..CO6G T..TA..... .... oo e
Ocof ....... G.o. JALLLALLD AL TTC. AC. . TTG- -.TCA-.A.G CA.G. A ...... TC..
Pulm ....... Ao AeciAees T TIC. ..AC..CGG- -.TCAT.AA. .A.G.....A ...... AC. .
Tkan AATTCTAGAG CAAAGTGTGG GTACTTTCAT CAATGCTCAA GAC-CCTATG ACTTGTCTTG TTCTT--CGG GACTTGATGA
Phar TC....G... .Cooocvvrr venn. CCov e CT.. ... S T..G.GT..C AG..CCGA.T TTTCG...TT
Ocof .G........ .C..A..... T.C.A.C... AT.....AG. ...A....AT TGCAC..--- .GT.CTT... ...... G..T
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Phar
Ocof .
Pulm .C........

(&)

(continued)

B—
Fig. 1.

28Sh

o0 e 249



o g =il

oo =i

ITSIM

.cit ACGGGAGCTC GGTGCGAATT GCAGGACACG CCGAGCACTT GAACTTCCAA CGCACATTGC GGCTTTCAGT TCTATTCTGA
UM e e e e e e

.cit AGTCACATCT GTCTGAGAGT TGAGAAGATT AAATTACTAA C'I‘AKA(ATA GATAGACAAG GGGCCTCTGT CTATCATGT -
ulm o e e C.Coo.ooo L0 T, G JDTCA o A

.cit ATAGGGATGA CCGGATGGTC TATGCTTAGC AGCAGTAGTT TAACACCTAC TCTGCTATGA CTTAGTTCAC ATACGGCTTC
aalm L e AGT . ---- --- TAA. .. e e A..

.cit GTAATA AATCCTTTTC TTGGCTTGGT CCTTAACTGG ATACAAGCCT AGTAAGGAGT TTGTATAGAT GGTGGTGCAT
aulm LT Ao Toooo. . T...--CT. .C....A... .........-

,,,,, CT... ...,

.cit GGTGAAAACT TGTTGGTTGT GTATTGTTAA ATA(-\ACAA( AGCCACAGAA CAACGGGA-T GTTGGAATAT ATTTCACTGG

U

aulm Tooooooo, GT...T.GTA TAT.GAC.

oo

o

.cit CTTCTCATTA TAAAGGATCT CGTTTC

ITSpc

.cit CAGGGGATAC CTGAGAATGC TGGTCAATCT GCCGACGCTC AAGTCGAACA GCGGATTAAC ATGACCCGAA --
ulm o e e

AL UTTLT e

-GAAAAGG

ITSpu2

iTTAC ATAAAGGTGA ATTATAGTCT GTTGGTTCTG TTGTTGTAA TACTTAACAT
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Fig. 2. Sequences of the ITS2 region from samples of Panonychus citri (P. cit) and P. ulmi (P. ulm). A dot (.) indicates
that the sequence is identical to the first line, while a dash (-) indicates a gap. The location and the direction of primers

are labeled beneath the sequences.
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Fig. 3. RFLP analysis of ITS2 fragments from Panonychus ulmi (U) and Pan. citri (C). M, 100 bp DNA ladder; lanes 1, 3,
5,7,9, and 11 show the digested results for P. ulmi; lanes 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12 show results for Pan. citri.

Pulm - Ocof * Phar % DNA) - {15 ! i ER I
I A I8 E N AR L BT 288U
w288tk i BiFYAUEL 270 bp 5 BT )
Y o b 'F'TFEJ”%"JL" 288U » 28Spu if

BRI T PR T [l E 7
FlFS R [~ £ S ﬂfﬁmtﬁ’ﬁ”

- B PEAGED 200 bp 5 AP EE) ]
??EQLIL“ 28SD '~ 28Soc iﬁ* B FE A9 EL
350 bp ; FA[EE | IV VPG T
288U ~ 28Sph iF- W4T 440 bp > fE!
SRIFBRFE i € I 5 3 f 10 DNA 8L
ASTIR £1°F [l VEB - IR 270200
#3850 bp = W () P VR R -
B FR{ e

PRSI i (R 53 MR B T R - (R
T E P RTE S O PR g DNA A
SRR 53 T E‘IHIT%'* TR
lﬂlﬁj DNA 57+ #5+H Ea\:;s‘ﬁ[ﬁwﬁ; (1) DNA
7[> (2) PCR ~j; (3) givz]z*ps ; (4) PCR
A& Palpilfs s (5) PCR @4’1‘ ’*UJJ T’?F‘/ TR
(Yeh, 2002) < R [fH, ﬁi}% R RNlE
M= ¢ NI S PRSPV o PR
B R e BRI J,qufrmxﬁr o= e
fi= S E PO SRR -

A TEE 251



M 1 23 4 5 6

— | e e —

FERE—5| FREUNERMEHERZETE o
KB 135 BEMREER DNA EARERE
R ;K8 246 BEEUNER DNA EiRAE
HHER M BZER) DNA 21 -
Fig. 4. Application of a specific primer to identify Pan.
citri and Pan. ulmi. Lanes 1, 3, and 5 contain a
DNA template of P, citri in the reaction. Lanes 2, 4,
and 6 contain a DNA template of P. ulmi in the
reaction. M is the DNA marker.
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Fig. 5.  Application of multiplex-PCR to identify
tetranychid mites. Lane 1 contains the DNA
templates of four species. Lanes 2 ~ 5 contain
a DNA template of T. kanzawai., P. harti, O.
coffeae, and Pan. ulmi in the PCR reaction,
respectively. Six primers, including two
universal primers and four specific primers,
were added to each reaction. M is the DNA
marker.
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ABSTRACT

Species recognition of spider mites is difficult due to their small body
sizes and unstable morphological characters in the immature stages. In this
study, sequences of 285 rDNA and ITS2 of ~2900 and 600 bp in length,
respectively, were used to identify the molecular variations of five species of
spider mites in four genera: Oligonychus cof feae (Nietner), Panonychus citri,
Panonychus ulmi (Koch), Petrobia harti (Ewing), and Tetranychus kanzawai
Kishida. Specific primers and restricted digestion enzymes were designed
from the 28S rDNA and ITS2 regions, and applied for multiplex PCR and
PCR-RFLP to identify these spider mites. Results showed that the application
of the two molecular markers was useful for identifying these economically
important pests.

Key words: spider mite, multiplex PCR, PCR-RFLP, ITS2, 28S rDNA
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