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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE INFLUENCE OF THE
FLOWER THRIPS HAWAIIENSIS (MORGAN),
ON THE FRUITING OF CITRUS AND
ITS CHEMICAL CONTROL

Kuan-Yau Ho

Chiayi Agricultural Experiment Station, TARI

In order to formulate effective control measures for the flower thrip, which becomes
abundant when the citrus blooms, a study was taken to determine the damage of this
insect pest to the flowering and fruit setting of citrus plant. Result of the experiments
carried out at farmers’ orchards and Chiayi Agricultural Experiment Station during 1983
to 1986 are summarized in the following. 1: Thrip damage to the young fruit was
insignificant. 2. Fruiting was affected by two pairs of thrips introduced at blooming
stage. Nevertheless, the economic injury level was not determined. 3. Applications of
2.8% Decis (2000-fold dilution) and 50% Mesurol (1000-fold dilution) provided effective
control. And the effectiveness of each application persisted ca. 6 days. 4. Since the
fruit setting did not differ significantly for those sprayed every 3 days, six days and the
control, it is recommended that minimal usage of insecticides be adopted during the
blooming stage for the control this thrip on citrus.




