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Taxonomy and Identification of the Five Common Termite
Species in Taiwan

Rou-Ling Yang', and Hou-Feng Li*

! Department of Registration and Conservation, National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan
? Institute of Plant and Microbial Biology, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan

ABSTRACT

Five termite pests including Coptotermes formosanus Shiraki, C. gestroi
(Wasmann), Odontotermes formosanus (Shiraki), Reticulitermes flaviceps
(Oshima), and Cryptotermes domesticus (Haviland) are commonly found in
Taiwan. Over the past hundred years, their taxonomic statuses have been
changed several times, and hence different scientific names and various
Japanese and Chinese common names have caused confusion. The current
study reviews the previous taxonomic studies of each species, and clarifies all
the Chinese common names ever used for that species. In addition, this work
provides the illustration keys and morphological measurement of the three
castes, alate, soldier and worker, of the five species to facilitate species
identification. Based on recent field collections, the distributions and dispersal
flight seasons of these five species in Taiwan are also discussed.

Key words: Isoptera, termite pest, geographic distribution, dispersal flight
season, illustration key
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